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Education University of Paris – University of Melbourne 

Ph.D. in Linguistics  

Dissertation: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in Gu-jingaliya, a Maningrida 

language from Northern Australia 

Supervised by: Prof. Patrick Caudal & Prof. Brett Baker 

Paris, France 

Melburne, Australia 

2020-Present 

 National University of Colombia  

M.A. in Linguistics  

Dissertation: The grammar of space in Karijona, a Cariban language from 

Northwest Amazonia (Laureate Thesis) 

Supervised by: Prof. Camilo Robayo 

Bogota, Colombia  

2017 – 2019 

 James Cook University 

Research Internship 

Supervised by: Dist Prof A. Aikhenvald – PhD K. Wojtylak 

Cairns, Australia  

Feb 2018 – Jun 2018  

 National University of Colombia               

B.A. in Linguistics (Summa cum Laude)  

Dissertation: Estructura de la oración simple en Karijona, lengua Caribe 

de  la Amazonia Colombiana (Laureate Thesis) 

Supervised by: Prof. Camilo Robayo 

Bogota, Colombia  

2013 – 2016 

 Monash University 

Research Internship 

Supervised by: Prof. Alice Gaby 

Melbourne, Australia 

Sep – Nov 2016 

 University of São Paulo                   

Academic Exchange 

São Paulo, Brazil 

Feb – Aug 2015 

 

Complementary 

education 

Göttingen University 

Göttingen fall school in linguistics 2021: Anaphora and presupposition             

Intensive courses on: Discourse referents, Logophoricity  

Göttingen, Germany 

August 2021 

 Utrecht University                

Experimental Methods in Language Acquisition Research 

Short courses on:  Computational Modelling in Python, Statistics with 

R, Day-long Speech Recordings, Automatic Speech Recognition 

Online 

April 2021 

 National University of Colombia                

Postgraduate courses on: Algebraic Topology, Universal Algebra 

Bogota, Colombia 

Feb – Jun  2021 

 National University of Colombia                

International Conference Amazônicas VI 

Leticia, Colombia 

May 2016 
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Short courses on: Grammatical Relations and Alignment Typology, 

Language Contact 

 University of São Paulo   

Postgraduate courses on:  Semantics in Generative Grammar, 

Control Theory and Minimalist Program 

São Paulo, Brazil 

Mar – Jun 2015 

 Caro & Cuerto Institute, National University of Colombia, Museu 

Paraense Emilio Goeldi  

Intensive course on: Documentation of Native languages 

Bogotá, Colombia 

Sep 2014 

 

Professional 

experience 

Caro & Cuervo Institute 

Main Researcher (co-research with Mr. Faiber Marín) 

Project: Revitalización de la lengua Carijona. Investigación participativa 

para la producción de materiales significativos 

Bogotá, Colombia 

Sep 2019 – Jul 2020 

 National University of Colombia - Department of Linguistics 

Lecturer 

Courses: Semantics, Syntax, Pragmatics, Morphology, 

Ethnolinguistics, General Linguistics 

Bogotá, Colombia 

Mar  2019 – Jul 2020 

 National University of Colombia - Department of Linguistics 

Postgraduate Research Student 

Project: Revitalización y descripción de la lengua Karijona  

Bogotá, Colombia 

Aug 2018 – Dec 2019 

 James Cook University - Language and Culture Research Centre 

Visiting Research Fellow 

Project: The language of space in Karijona (Cariban, Northwest Amazonia)  

Cairns, Australia  

Feb – Jul 2018  

 National University of Colombia - Department of Linguistics 

Undergraduate Research Student 

Project: Los Karijona: estado del arte de las investigaciones y de la 

documentación lingüística 

Bogotá, Colombia 

2014 – 2016 

 National University of Colombia - Department of Linguistics 

Student Assistant 

Project: Documentación lingüística de lenguas nativas colombianas en 
peligro 

Bogotá, Colombia 

Sep 2014 

 

Fieldwork 

experience 

Nasa community of Zolapa Cauca, Colombia (1 week, Nov 2019) 

Carijona community of Puerto Nare  Guaviare, Colombia (9 months, 2016 –2020) 

 Carijona community of Villavicencio  Meta, Colombia (1 month, 2015)  

 Carijona community of La Pedrera Amazonas, Colombia (1 month, 2014) 

 

Conferences 

and colloquia 

National University of Colombia – Santo Tomás University 

Colloquium for the National Day of Colombian Native Languages  

Sobre el hacer-conocer-ser lingüístico en el contexto de descripción de 

lenguas minorizadas en el Amazonas 

Bogotá, Colombia 

27 Feb 2021 

 Caro y Cuervo Institute 

Public presentation  

Construcción colaborativa del audiolibro ‘la gente Carijona y el camino 

hacia las historias’. Metodología de Investigación-Acción colaborativa (co-

authored with Paula Vega and Jéssica Díaz) 

 

 

Bogotá, Colombia 

6 Aug 2020 
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 UNESCO 

Regional Conference of Indigenous Languages for Latin-American 

and the Caribbean 

Itu: conocimientos del pueblo Carijona sobre la naturaleza (co-authored 

with Martín Narvaez and Nurys Silva) 

Cusco, Perú 

25 Sep 2019 

 University of Antioquia 

III International Conference of Linguistic Research 

Contacto lingüístico en el noroccidente amazónico: el caso de la lengua 

Carijona (familia Caribe) 

Medellín, Colombia 

05 Sep 2019 

 

 University of Manizales 

I Latin-American Conference on Revitalization and Documentation 

of Native Languages 

La cartografía social como herramienta de documentación del lenguaje del 

espacio 

Manizales, Colombia 

25 Apr 2019 

 

 National University of Colombia             

Foro LING20  

Aproximación a la expresión de la enfermedad en el Karijona (Caribe, región 

Amazónica) 

Bogotá, Colombia 

02 Oct 2018 

 James Cook University  

LCRC Special workshop on linguistic fieldwork 

Working with a ‘silent’ language: fieldwork experiences among the Karijona 

Cairns, Australia 

6 Jul 2018 

 James Cook University  

LCRC Roundtable meetings 

Number systems in Karijona (Cariban) 

Cairns, Australia 

9 May 2018 

 James Cook University  

LCRC Roundtable meetings 

Postpositions in Karijona (Cariban) 

Cairns, Australia 

28 Mar 2018 

 National University of Colombia               

Student group on formal linguistics LAMBDA  

La flexión verbal en Karijona: un puente metodológico entre forma y función 

Bogotá, Colombia 

16 Mar 2017 

 James Cook University  

LCRC Roundtable meetings 

The alignment and person-marking system in Karijona (Cariban) 

Cairns, Australia 

26 Oct 2016 

 Instituto Caro y Cuervo  

Permanent Seminar on Native Languages 

TAM markers in Carijona 

Bogotá, Colombia 

5 Jul 2016 

 University of São Paulo              

III Brazilian Colloquium of Morphology (CBM)  

Reanalysis of grammatical number in Carijona 

São Paulo, Brazil 

 24 Nov 2015 

 National University of Colombia                 

VIII Conference of Students of the Amazonian Region (CIEURA) 

Linguistic Documentation process of the Carijona Language 

Leticia, Colombia 

5 Nov 2014 

 

 

Fellowships, 

grants, and 

awards 

Ministry of Culture of Colombia – Caro & Cuervo Institute 

Caro & Cuervo Grant for Research on Indigenous Languages 

Sep 2019 

National University of Colombia                                                         

Honor Degree Scholarship 

2017 – 2019 
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 University of Washington  

The Jacobs Research Funds (collaborator of Dr. Katarzyna Wojtylak) 

‘A collection of oral discursive genres in Murui, a language from Northwest 

Amazonia.’ 

May 2018 

 Australian Linguistic Society 

Research Grant (supervised by Dr. Katarzyna Wojtylak) 

‘The language of space in Carijona (Carib, Northwest Amazonia).’ 

Dec 2017 

 National University of Colombia 

Otto the Greiff National Contest (winner) 

Recognition for the best B.A. theses of Social Sciences in Colombia in 2016 

 Oct 2017 

 National University of Colombia 

Laureate Thesis 

Sep 2017 

National University of Colombia                                                         

Honorific Diploma (B.A. Suma cum Laude) 

Mar 2017 

 National University of Colombia                                                         

Merit Scholarship for undergraduate studies 

2013 – 2016 

 National University of Colombia         

International Research Internship Grant 

 Sep 2016 

 National University of Colombia         

Recognitions for the contributions to the Faculty of Human Sciences 

 Sep 2016 

 Ministry of Culture of Colombia 

Recognitions for the empowerment of endangered indigenous languages 

Jul 2015 

 Ministry of Culture of Colombia 

I National Storytelling Contest (winner) 

Dec 2007 

 

Skills Languages 

Spanish – native 

Portuguese – fluent (CELPE certificate)  

English – advanced 

French – moderate 

Polish – basic 

Karijona (fieldwork) – advanced 

Software 

MATLAB, R, R-Studio, 

ELAN, FLEx, SayMore,  

Sony Vegas PRO, Premiere, Photoshop, 

InDesign, Audacity, OBS, 

Microsoft Office 

 

Publications & 

Manuscripts 

Carew, M., & Guerrero-Beltran, D. F. (in Press). The Maningrida languages. In C. Bowern 

(Ed.), The Oxford Guide to Australian Languages. Oxford University Press. 

Guerrero-Beltrán, D.F; Wojtylak, K. (in press). Placing, relating and thinking: the system of 

postpositions in Karijona (Cariban, Northwest Amazonia). 

Guerrero-Beltran, D. F. (2019). The grammar of space in Karijona, a Cariban language from 

Northwest Amazonia (M.A. Thesis). Universidad Nacional de Colombia. 

Guerrero-Beltrán, David. (2016). Estructura de la oración simple en Karijona, lengua Caribe de 

la Amazonía Colombiana. (B.A. Thesis). Bogotá: Universidad Nacional de Colombia. 

Rodriguez, Andrea, Karina Vargas & David Guerrero-Beltran. (2014). Proceso de 

documentación lingüística de la lengua Karijona; cantos y narraciones: Metodología, 

desarrollo y principales resultados. In Memorias del VIII Congreso Internacional de 

Estudiantes de la Región Amazónica (CIEURA). Leticia: Universidad Nacional de 

Colombia. 

 


